Weekly Devotion and Prayer Requests
Devotion for the week of 10/29/06 –

Taken from Mark Littleton's Teen Devotional, Beefin' Up
"The Boy Who Wanted a Little Bit of Everything"
Chapter One: The Lust for Greener Grass

A Fable


Ralph Pyle was a busy guy. He didn't want much. He didn't expect a lot. Not the head cheerleader as his girlfriend, or the lead role in the junior-senior play, or a '90 Corvette. But he did want a little bit of everything. Just a taste. Just enough to know he'd been there.

When he was sixteen years old, he went to God and asked him to hear his prayer. Granted, he was young. But you have to start somewhere. And God consented. Ralph said, "Lord, I know I don't deserve much. And I don't expect a lot. But I would like some things. Just a little bit. This is my request: I'd like my own bedroom away from my brother, some nice furniture, a stocked refrigerator, a 110-watt stereo, a girlfriend with looks, and my driver's license."


God understood a person wanting something in this world, so he answered Ralph's prayer. Ralph's parents gave him his own room with a little refrig. He got his driver's license. And then one of the prettiest girls in the school band fell in love with him. Also, he received two pairs of designer jeans, a color TV, a stereo (not the top of the line, mind you, but square in the middle), a record collection, and a boom box for the beach. It wasn't the American Dream, but it was comfortable. Ralph was pleased.

Grazing

This story functions as a fable. It teaches a point or principle. But let's take a closer look. What do you think of Ralph? Is he asking too much? Is it good or bad?

Let me remind you of two sayings of Jesus. The first is found in Luke 12:15: "Beware, and be on your guard against every form of greed; for not even when one has an abundance does his like consist of his possessions." Note that word beware. It's a caution – better take a second look when it comes to things . . . that stereo you want or that’s sports car or even that new outfit.

The second saying is found in Matthew 6:32-33. After talking about worry and anxiety over basic needs – food and clothing – Jesus concludes, "For all these things the Gentiles eagerly seek; for your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first His kingdom and His righteousness [my emphasis]; and all these things shall be added to you." When we put the right things first, God provides the secondary things.


Still, Ralph's a fairly normal guy, isn't he? It's not wrong to want to have nice things. You just have to keep it all in perspective.

When I was growing up, our next-door neighbors' Christmas was the talk of the family. Every year we always wanted to go by their house and see the horde of gifts they'd collected. It was monstrous. Always the latest gadgetry – robots, dolls that talked, you name it. They had what I could only dream about.


But one thing I always noticed. They seemed to have the worst fights I'd ever witnessed – and over such trivia.


"You can't play with that – it's mine!"


"You didn't give me such-and-such so I'm going to scream my head off until I get it."


Things.


They can tear our guts out. We want them when we want them how we want them. And not any other way, thank you!


This focus can turn you into an eternal brat. 


How do you see it? Can you "seek first His kingdom," knowing all the rest will come from God? Or are you obsessed with the stuff down here?

Chew for Thought
1) Read Matthew 6:19-24 and 25-34. What do these passages say about "things" to you?

2) What "things" are most important to you? Why? List them and try to imagine living without them. How would you feel?

